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a career that is distinguished because 
he has served the country and has kept 
us safe. Let’s respect his opinion. Let’s 
give him the tools that will keep us 
safe, keep us safe in the homeland and 
keep our troops safe on the battlefield. 

b 1645 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I continue to be astounded, 
particularly at the remarks of the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the 
committee that I serve on with him, 
that he would have us believe some-
thing different than what his proposal 
allows for. His proposal, or the pro-
posal of the minority, would allow the 
Attorney General to do this, not law-
yers. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 31⁄2 minutes 
to the point person for every person in 
the House of Representatives on intel-
ligence, the distinguished Chair of the 
Select Committee on Intelligence, Mr. 
SILVESTRE REYES. 

Mr. REYES. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I want to start off 
by correcting the distinguished gen-
tleman from Michigan. Director 
McConnell didn’t have 30 years, doesn’t 
have 30 years experience in working in 
intelligence, he has 40 years experience 
working in intelligence. The reason I 
know that is for the last couple of 
weeks we have been working, trying to 
work together in a bipartisan way with 
the Senate and the House on this bill 
that we have here today. 

Director McConnell asked us to do 
three things yesterday, and he sought 
the very bill that he is rejecting today, 
three things, and he could support our 
bill. Those three things were: expand it 
from relating to terrorism to relating 
to foreign intelligence; eliminate the 
requirement that the FISA Court adju-
dicate how recurring communications 
into the U.S. from foreign targets 
would be handled; and, third, allow for 
foreign targets to be added for the bas-
ket warrant after the warrant was ap-
proved. We did each and every one of 
these things. 

They say, okay, we got a deal. No. 
After getting on the phone with the 
White House and the Republican lead-
ership, he said, oh, I have a few other 
things that we need. 

Well, you know, when we talk about 
the security of this country, when we 
talk about a serious issue like giving 
our intelligence professionals the tools 
that they need to keep us safe, it is se-
rious business. 

Today, we have to decide for our-
selves do we want, on a temporary 
basis for 120 days, to give the Director 
the tools that he said he needed, the 
three things that he said he needed in-
cluded in our bill to keep us safe while 
we work on the bigger issue, the bigger 
fix of FISA, or if you vote against this 
bill, do you make it a political issue? 

The choice is simple. Are you inter-
ested in giving him the tools that are 
needed and necessary to keep us safe, 
or do you want it as a political issue? 

That’s the question before us this 
afternoon. 

The Director yesterday, in answering 
to the majority leader’s inquiry, said 
this bill, this bill that we have before 
us today, significantly enhances Amer-
ica’s security, the very bill that, ac-
cording to the ranking member, he is 
rejecting. 

My colleague, the gentlelady from 
New Mexico, says we didn’t show the 
DNI the bill. We sent that to him. His 
lawyers dissected it. We were in the 
same room; and on one occasion, at 
least one occasion, Mr. HOEKSTRA was 
with us as we were talking about the 
issues, along with the Senate, didn’t 
show it to him. 

He had a chance to look at it, digest 
it and make recommendations, like the 
three issues that I just read, that he 
agreed to yesterday. Those are impor-
tant things. Facts matter. The truth 
matters. Not about obfuscating the 
truth, it’s about doing what’s right for 
our country. 

This is the right thing to do, to keep 
us safe for the next 120 days, so we con-
tinue to do the work of this committee. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, it is 
about doing the right thing. In doing 
so, I would like to make sure that we 
get it right this time. 

Despite what someone may have been 
told, I have a statement by the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence that was 
issued this afternoon at 4:30. The gen-
tleman says, ‘‘I have reviewed the pro-
posal that the House of Representa-
tives is expected to vote on this after-
noon to modify the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act. The House 
proposal is unacceptable, and I strong-
ly oppose it. 

‘‘The House proposal would not allow 
me to carry out my responsibility to 
provide warning and to protect the Na-
tion, especially in our heightened 
threat environment. 

‘‘I urge Members of Congress to sup-
port the legislation I provided last 
evening to modify FISA and to equip 
our intelligence community with the 
tools we need to protect our Nation.’’ 

They cannot have it both ways. They 
cannot have it where they say it’s a 
complicated issue. Protecting this 
country should not be complicated 
when people who are trying to do the 
right thing are asking and showing 
people what to do. 

The Republicans have made our 
choice known today, and that is we are 
going to stand behind the Director of 
National Intelligence. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Chairman, what the gentleman just 
read was ordered to the White House by 
the National Intelligence Director. The 
Republican logic allows that what was 
acceptable yesterday is not acceptable 
today. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Par-

liamentary inquiry, Madam Chairman. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tlewoman from New Mexico will state 
her parliamentary inquiry. 

Does the gentleman from Florida 
yield to the gentlewoman from New 
Mexico? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I do not. 
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. HASTINGS OF 

FLORIDA 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 

Speaker, I have an amendment to the 
rule at the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. HASTINGS of 

Florida: 
Add at the end the following: 
(3) A bill to authorize additional funds for 

emergency repairs and reconstruction of the 
Interstate I–35 bridge located in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, that collapsed on August 1, 2007, 
to waive the $100,000,000 limitation on emer-
gency relief funds for those emergency re-
pairs and reconstruction, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to briefly describe this amend-
ment to House Resolution 600. 

The amendment would add a third 
suspension measure to this resolution, 
a bill to provide assistance to Min-
nesota. This will allow the House to 
consider the Minnesota bridge disaster 
emergency relief legislation. I am sure 
that everyone here would urge that the 
reconstruction of the bridge that trag-
ically collapsed on Wednesday be un-
dertaken. 

While the minority has been engag-
ing in manufactured obstructionism, 
the House has been denied the oppor-
tunity to act on the priorities of the 
American people. 

While the minority has been engaged 
in manufactured obstructionism, the 
House has enacted on legislation to re-
quire a comprehensive strategy to 
withdraw our troops from harm’s way. 

While the minority has been engaged 
in manufacturing obstructionism, the 
House has not been able to act on FISA 
reform. 

Finally, while the minority has en-
gaged in manufactured obstructionism, 
the House has not acted on providing 
emergency assistance to our fellow 
Americans who are grieving and suf-
fering in Minnesota. 

Manufactured obstructionism is what 
they are doing, and the American peo-
ple will not stand for it. 

By allowing this bill to come to the 
floor today, we can get this bill to the 
President’s desk immediately. What-
ever differences we have here today, 
this should be something we all can 
support. 

I hope my colleagues will support the 
amendment and the rule. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, and I move the pre-
vious question on the amendment and 
on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HASTINGS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution, as 
amended. 
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